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Presentation run time: 35 — 60 minutes. The full
program includes fifteen songs:

Title

Artist

Hootchie Cootchie Man

Willie Dixon/Muddy Waters

Preachin’ Blues

Robert Johnson

Greasy Bones John Rogers

Sweet Substitute Jelly Roll Morton
Winin’ Boy Jelly Roll Morton

St. James Infirmary traditional

Make me a Pallet Mississippi John Hurt
Rag Mama/Good Wagon Blind Boy Fuller/B. Smith
One Meatball Cab Calloway

Blues My Naughty Sweetie | Swanstone et. al.
Deep River Blues Delmore Brothers
Nobody Knows You Jimmy Cox
Midnight Hour Leroy Carr

Walkin’ Blues Robert Johnson

Prize Your Reputation Geoff Bartley/Rogers

Contact: John Rogers at 763-568-7501
or johnbairdrogers@comcast.net.

American Music

Willie Dixon, the great Chicago
bluesman, said, “Blues is the roots. All
the rest 1s the fruits.”

There is one kind of music that was truly born in
America, and that’s the blues. Blues gave us
jazz, rock ‘n roll, a lot of country music, hip hop,
rap and so much more. This presentation takes a
journey back to those roots of the blues Willie
was talking about. We travel in words and music
to the streets of New Orleans, up to the pine
forests of the North Carolina Piedmont, and to
the black soil of the Mississippi delta, where the
country blues sprang up and became the roots of
American popular music. We follow those blues
up the river from Memphis to Chicago and
Detroit, where they came to rest.

The presentation includes blues from the
Piedmont and from rural Mississippi ... Rev.
Gary Davis, John Hurt, Robert Johnson, Blind
Boy Fuller all figure in various songs. It’s rags
and songs from New Orleans ... Jelly Roll
Morton and Bessie Smith. There’s one Tin Pan
Alley song and, of course, Chicago’s Willie
Dixon,. The show usually ends with a modern
Rhythm and Blues number arranged by John.

John Rogers is a musician and storyteller living
in Golden Valley, Minnesota. John has been
playing guitar for over 40 years and has been
playing blues since, as he says, “the Blues
grabbed me by the lapels, spun me around,
slammed me down on the ground and said, ‘This
is the music you will play.” ” John has been a
semi-finalist at the International Blues Challenge
in Memphis, TN and is the 2010 winner of the “I
Remember Gamble” contest held in honor of
John’s cousin, Gamble Rogers, at the Gamble
Rogers Festival in St. Augustine, FL. His CD
Old and New, Borrowed and Blue was a
semifinalist in the 2011 Blues Challenge ‘best
CD’ contest.




